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aims was to remove the Englishman from the head of their
armies.
Lord Wellington's position finally became untenable, for
the new Government wished to repudiate the agreement
under which he had accepted the command of the Spanish
armies, and he was forced to resign.
Fortunately for Spain this was only a temporary measure,
for the patriotic party immediately set to work to bring the
Government to their senses, and the matter was submitted
to a Council of State.
I am happy to tell you [wrote Henry Wellesley to Ms brother on
November nth] that the Council of State have given a most satis-
factory opinion upon the question relative to your command. They
have declared that nothing could be more injurious to the cause than
your relinquishment of the command, which must not be admitted
on any account, and that whatever conditions were agreed upon with
you should be strictly and scrupulously adhered to.1
e Bad Spaniards * was the War Minister's reply to the
Council of State; nevertheless it was the * bad Spaniards *
who won the day, for they forced the question to an issue
in the Cortes, put it to the vote and on November 3oth
Lord Wellington was re-established in the Command on the
conditions under which he had first accepted it.
After Soult's second attack at the end of August there
was an interim of two months without any fighting, during
which period the rival armies remained politely looking at
each other, their outposts in some places divided only by
the breadth of the Bidassoa.
Our piquets [says Gleig] were stationed on the rise of the Spanish
hills; those of the French on the faces of their own mountains; whilst
the advanced sentinels were divided only by the river, which measured,
in many places, not more than thirty yards across. But the French,
whatever their faults may be pie continues], are a noble enemy. The
most perfect understanding consequently prevailed between them and
us, by which, not only the sentries continued free from danger, but
1 Supp. Despatches, Vol Fill* pp. ^55,